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pipe, and {0 ftop the Bleeding: But on Tryals I have
feen of it, though I may believe it innocent, yet I am
fure ’tis not infallible.

Fig. 6,7, 8, 9,10, 11, 13, 13. Shew Eight {everal In-
firuments made for paring the Nails, at which, in Chi-
na, the People are very curious and dextrous. Thefe In-
ftruments are ezch of them fhaped like a Chizzel.

Fig. 4. reprefents a kind of Inftrument, cailed, ia
China, a Champing Inftrument, Its ufe is to be rub’d
or rould all over the Mufcular Flefh. Itis like an Hor-
fes Curricomb, and is {aid to be vfed after the {ame man-
ner, ang for the fame Purpofes that they are made ufe of
for Horfes.

VIil. An Account of a Rook.

Mufeo de Piante rave della Sicilia, Malta, Cor-
fica, Italia, Piemonte e Germania, &c. di
Don Paolo Boccone, &c. with additional Re-
marks by Mr. John Ray, F.R.S.

HE learned and ingenious Author of this Work,
Signior Paolo Boccone, a Genileman of Sicily, Bo-

tanift to the Great Duke of Tufcany, and row a Monk
of the Ciffertian Order, of the Province of Sicily, having
changed his Prenomen 1nto Sylvius, hath rendred him-
feli well known to the learned ‘World, by his Writings
pablifhed many Years fince, wiz. His Lones & Defcrip-
tiones rariorum Plantarum Sicilie, Melite, Galliw (5 Ita-
lie, Printed at Oxford in the Year 1674. And his Let-
ters
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ters about feveral Natural Curiofities, Written i French
and Printed at Amflerdam.

In this prefent Woik he gives usa large Coll-&ion of
rate Plants, the greateft part whereof are new and row-
deferipe, curxouﬂy delineated and engraven in a Hun-
dreed and Thmy O&avo-Plates, which he divides into
Decads, inferibing each Decad to a Penetian Nobleman,
Two bcie&s there are in this Work; the one want of
Method, tixe other of Defcriptions. 1. As for Methed,
there is none at all obferved in it, the Spzcies teing vro.
mifcucuily and indiferectly placed as they came to Haﬁd
without any Order or Connexion. 2. Befides the
Names, the Stature and Magnitude; the Placeswhere
he found them, or Perfons from whom he received them,
he hath to a great Number of thefe Plants added no De-
feripticns of - “the principal parts, Root, Stalk, Leaf
Fiower, Froir.  This, rhough he endeavours to excufe
p. £71. by teliing us, That he writcs to {uch as are ad-
vanced in the K‘wwledme of Botanicks, who nced no
long Defcriptions. and so whom they wode be rather
tedious than ufeful, and not to Novices : Yet can hs not
eafily per{wade us, but that congife exact Ddénptxom
would eae the greatelt Proficients of a much Trouble in
finding cut and exadly deter mining the Sper:es He had
alfo obliged us, if he had given us the Synonyms of
{uch as ne took to have been defcribed by others before
him, together with the Names of the Auchors of fach
Synonims and Defcriptions.  This alfo he endcavoprsta
exculc by want ot time and Books. . Yet all this nce-
withftanding, we ought rather thankiully o atcepr what
he hath done, by ennchmg the Hiftory of Plants with
fuch a multitude of new  Specics, than to cenfure or
reprehend him for what we zpprehend he hath emitted,
which he might have done.

Refides
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Befides the main Subjeét of this Work, the Author
intermixes many curious Obfervations and Remarks, Phy -
fiological and Medicinal: As for Inftance, he tells u,
That becaufe we find not either amorg the Ancients or
Moderns any Alcalick Medicine drawn only frow g fim-
ple Vegetable, without any oilier Preparation but meer
Trituration, therefore he will in this Oblervation (which
is the fecond in pumber) commuaaicate an Antacid Me-
dicinie of much Efficacy in curing the biting of a Mad
Dog, of a Viper or other Serpens, of Fevers, Cholicks,
Wounds, &¢. called by the Palermitanes, Sanatodos ;
which 1s only a part of a Plant of no great Account
among’ Herbarifts, in brief, it is nothing clfe but the
Sponge of the Dogs Rofe, called by fome Bedegnar,
dried, and grofly pulverized. For the biting of a Vi-
per, after Scarification and Cupping, fprinkic upon the
Wound the Powder of Sanatodes, and afierwards give to
drink io generous Wine a good Quantity of the fame
Powder feveral times. For the biting of a msd Dog,
give of the faid Powder inwardly, and apply it
outwardly to the Wound, firft moilten’d in Strong
Wiae, or Oyl-Olive, in like manner ufe it for the
ftinging of a Scorpion.  For continual Fevers it is to be
often taken in Broth or other Meats.  Several cther Di-
{tafes he mentions, in which it’s vieful, efpecially the
Colick, the Pains whercof, being given to drink in Red
Wine to the Quantity of about a Drachm, it mitigates
in half an Hour’s time.  One thing I cannot but wonder
at, that Signior Bsccone fhould take no Norice that the
Root of this Rofe had been of old celebrated by Plizy for
the Curc of the Hydrophobia, as a Medicine revealed in
a Dream, Hiff. Nar. L.org.co2. &lib. 8. c. 4. in thele
Words, Infanabilis ad hofce annos fuit rabidi canis morfus,
paverem aga potuff; omnis afferens odium.  Nuper cujuf-
Jam militantes in practorio mater vidit in quicte, ut rad;.
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cem Sylveftris Rofe, blanditam fibi afpectu pridie in fra-
tello, mitteret filio bibendam. In Lufitania res gereba-
tur, proxima Ilifpanie parte; cafvg; accidit, ut milite
a morfu canis incipiente aquas expavafcere [fupervenivet
cpiftola orantis ut pareret Religioni, fervatufq; est ex
infperato, & poftea quifquis auxilium fimile tenta-
vit.

2. Another Obfervation he gives us concerning the
Seed of Sophia chirurgorum, or Flixweed, vwhizh Bi:ing
taken in Broth or Wine entire without reducing to Pow-
der ftops vemiting of Bloed, and cures the Dy luatery or
Bloady-Flix, from whence the Plant hath its Name
Englifb ; which doth not fucceed, if it be well peunded
or beaten to Powder ; the Reafon whereof he afligns to
be, becaufe the oyly-Subftance which is more apt to dif-
folve than to coagulate, is loofencd by pounding, and
{eparated from the other parts.

3. A Third Obfervation we fhall mentton is, That in
sany Plants the Flower receives its Tincture or Colour
{rom the Root. He inftances in the greater Celandine,
whofe Roots and Flowers are of a Yellow or Saffron
Colour; the Barbery or Oxyacantha,which alfo hath both
Roots and Flowers of a Yellow : The Dentellaria ot
Roudeletius, whofe Roots and Flowers agree in the fame
vinous or Grifdeline Colour. The Acacia Indica Aldini,
&ec. The Reafon whereot he affigns ; becaufe the more
fixt parts wherein the Colour confifts, preferve the fame
TinCure without being altered by a long Circulation
they make to the Flower. Hence he obférves, that
thofe Plants are more fit for dying Cloth, which are
Lignofé, and have their Root agreeable in Colour with
the Flower.

4. He gives us out of Cefalpinus, the Preparation of
Cate, (which he takes to be the fame with Carechu)

which is the infpiffate Juice of the Lycium Indicum, or
£.zz Tree
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Tree called Cadira, by the Indians, which they thus prepare;
They divids the Heart | Medulla} of the Tree into thin Slices,
which they grind upon a Marble, fuch as Painters ufz, an:d
hoyl the Powder in a fuflicient Quantity of Water for Four
and ‘Twenty FHours, and then {train it.  ThisDaco®ion diey
hoy! again bavond the Confitency of Henzy, butnoc fo hard
as Wax, of which they make Pafilli, which being dried are
vuewardiy black, butinwardly redifh.  This Opinion Le ra-
ther adheresto, than that of a late learned Traveller in ladia,
who afferss Cazechu to be made up of the Juice of dhe Preis of
Areca ot Tasfel, and a certain Mincral Bach of tha
Place.

s. He prefents us with a fort of Piffacii-Tice, which he
calls, Piffacium mas ficulum folio nigricante, which predoces no
elculent Fruit, being by it felf barren, though in refpect of
the Female, which it impregoates with Froit, it may be (aid
to be fruitful. Then he gives us the Notes of Diftin&ion be-
tween the Male and Female Piffachio, and tells us how the
Country-ruen ingravidate the Female with the Flowers of the
Male, wiz. They wait till the Female hath its Elowers expli-
cated ; then they take, at their Difcretion, many Flowers of
the Male, which are in Bud and juft ready to opzn, and put
them into a Veffel, and having encompaffed them with Eartih
moiftencd with Water ; they hang this Veflel with the Flow.
ers on a Branch of the Female P:ifachio, and there leave it till
the Flowers be dried, that fo the Powder which they fcacter
may more eafily by the help of the Wind bedifperfed over all
the Branches of the Tree, and ingravidate them with Frait.
Other more compendious Ways he mentions, which the
Country-men ufe of fcattering the Daft or Powder of the
Flowers of the Male upon the Female. Ieteils us, That the
Maie, icr the moft pare, flowers and fcatters its Prolifick
Fowder befors the Fernale puts forth its Bicfloms (which hap-
pens in molt Plants fuppeled to ditferin Sex) and what Pro-
vition chey make in that cale.  Thu being the general Praitice in
Sicily, muil needs depend upon Obfervation, that without fo doing
vhe Trces would not be fruuful, or at leasi not to that Degree, and
confirms the Opinicn, thas there s in Planis alfo a diffirence of
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This whole Obfervation about the Piffachios he funderts allo
into his Mufeo di Fifica & di efperienze variato, &c.

6. He brings an Obfervation concerning a Woman of Cham-
bery in Sawoy, who being afllicted with a fierce Apoplexy, af-
ter various Medicines in vain ufed, grew lame on her whole
Left Side from Head to Foot ; whom an Emperick underta-
king to cure, fpent Eight Boccale of Aqua Vite, and Twelve
Pouiid of Camphire upon her, in Six Weeks time, anointing
every Moining and Evening the whole part affeéted without
any Benefit at all. The Woman mean time was wich Child,
and without fuffering any Inconvenience, at her due time
brought forth a Son, otherwife perfe@, fave that all his Bones
were {o foft and tender, that he could not bear himfelf vpon
his Feet ; the Bones of his Legs, as alfo his Arms and Hands
being fo tender, that they feewcd! flexible Tendons : And in
this Cafe he lived Eighteen Mounchs, This Efle@t he, and
not without Reafon, actribuces too the Camphire,

I have often wondred how Out-landifh Authors fhould fo
grofly miftakein the Orthogr. phy of Englith Words we find
in their Writings. But by an Obfzrvation in this Book con-
cerning the Serpentaria Virginisna (the Name and a tolerable
Defcription whereof Siguior Boccone had from one Edward
Painten) 1 perceive how ic might come to pafs, wiz. They
received thefeWords from fome illicerate EnglifhMen,and put
them down according to the Pronunciation, fpelling them as
Words of fuch Sound and Pronunciation in cheir own Lan-
guage are fpell’d. So, doubtlefs, Edward Painten pronoun-
cing the Word Snake-roor, as the Fralians do Snecrut, (we often
pronouncing # as they do ¢, and they having no double »)
Signior Boccone writes it Snecrus. But becaufe be defires far-
ther Satisfa&tion concerning this Serpentaria Virgin. or Snake-
root, 1 fhall give him, and others that concur with him in
that Defire, a full and exa& Delcription of the whole Plant,
drawn up and fent me by a Perfonthat knew it very well,and
was as well able to defcribeit, the Learned and moft Skilful
Herbarift Mr. Fobn Baniffer, whofe unhappy and untimely
Death cannot fufficiently bz deplored.

The Piftolochia, or Serpentaria Virginiana hath a bufby Root,
confifting of a Number 6t {mall Strings of a yellowifh Colow,
and het Aromatick Scent and Tafte: Thence grow One cr
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Two fmooth, at leat very lictle hairy, Stalks, round and
moft commonly upright, not {quare nor trayling: The leaves
grow alternately onthis fide and that,one at a Joint or Knee :
They are thin long and pointed, coming in like a Heart at
the Footftalk, a liccle Hairy above, and rough with many
protaberant Veins underneath, and in handling they ftick a
little ro the Fingers. Near the Ground grow One or Two
nollow Flawers, each vpon its proper Foot-ftalk, different
ii: Borm from the Piffolochia Cretica, or any other yet known
all whole Flowsrs (if Authors Figures, or the Plants them-
felves dried, rightly inform me) refemble a Cows Horn, the
top growing to the Rudiment of the Seed-Veflel, and the
open end cut flaunting like a Drenching-Horn, whereas this
of ours terminates with a Heel, which fupports a broad,
round, galerniculated Lip, the Cenier of which opens into
the Hollow of the Flower. The Lip is of a light ruffet or
dirt Colour. The Seed Veflel is hexagonal, fhap’d like a
Pear, when full grown near half an Inch in diameter. It is
not an ever-green, but after the Seeds are ripe, the
Leaves and Stalks begin to wither and decay. It flowers in
May, and its Seeds are ripe in dugus?.
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